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PALM SUNDAY
the congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type
PRELUDE
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

ACLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
1
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them
and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what
had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
5
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed
were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
10
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” 11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PROCESSION
Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ. Amen.

PROCESSION HYMN

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM

WORD
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 50:4-9a
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the
servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
4
The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord God has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7

The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: READ RESPONSIVELY – PSALM 31:9-16
9
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly.
10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed.
11
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street | they avoid me.
12
Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind;
I am as useless as a | broken pot.
13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
14
But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord.
I have said, “You | are my God.
15
My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me.
16
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.”

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 26:14-56

The Gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
14

One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15and
said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces
of silver. 16And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray
him.
17

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher
says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the
Passover meal.
20
When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and while they
were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I,
Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me
will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to

have been born.” 25Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.”
26

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he
broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27Then he
took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you; 28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
30
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
31

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this
night; for it is written,
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32
But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33Peter said to him,
“Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34Jesus
said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny
me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not
deny you.” And so said all the disciples.
36

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with him Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to
them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with
me.” 39And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what
you want.” 40Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said
to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray
that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak.” 42Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father,
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43Again he came and
found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45Then he came to the
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Get
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
47

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a
large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the
people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is
the man; arrest him.” 49At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!”
and kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then

they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51Suddenly, one of those with
Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest,
cutting off his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place;
for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot
appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen
in this way?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the
temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But all this has taken place, so that
the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted
him and fled.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON: From High to Low

HYMN OF THE DAY –

LET US CONFESS TOGETHER THE WORDS
OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION – A PRAYER WILL BE SPOKEN AND WE WILL
RESPOND BY SINGING “LORD LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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