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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type.

PRELUDE
Holy, Holy, Holy

David A deSilva
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WELCOME
I want to take a moment and welcome you here today. No matter where you
are on your faith or life journey, you are welcome here. If you are young or
old, or young at heart, or feeling old, you are welcome. If you are married or
single or divorced, you are welcome. If you are happy or sad or anxious, you
are welcome. If you struggle with your identity or are confident in your
identity, you are welcome. If you are rich or poor, sick or well, you are
welcome. You are welcome no matter what color your skin is. If you
believe in God all of the time, some of the time or not at all, you are welcome.
Come with your pains and sorrows. Come with your fear and brokenness.
Come with a mind that is open and a heart that is ready to give and receive love
and compassion. You are welcome in this community.

GREETING
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you. (2 Corinthians 13:13)

PRAYER OF APOLOGY:
And now as in the tradition of our community, before we move toward
recognition of our own faults, I want to offer an apology on behalf of the
church. For the ways the church may have ignored you, judged you, and
rejected you; for any pain, hurt, division, or betrayal the church may have
caused. I am sorry. Nothing can undo the wrong you have endured; and I
hope for you deep inner healing and peace.
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BRIEF CONFESSION
We will hold a brief silence to confess our sins to God.
But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved . . . I pray, that according to the riches
of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being
with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. (Ephesians 2:4-5; 3:1617)
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for
his sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be
glad, beloved people of God.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG (ELW 413)
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WORD
FIRST READING: GENESIS 1:1 – 2:4A
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
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And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.
9
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed
in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.
14
And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth
day.
20
And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
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let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
24
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it
was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good.
26
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
29
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.
2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.
2
And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he
rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed
the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work
that he had done in creation.
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These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: READ RESPONSIVELY – PSALM 8
1
O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2
you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of
infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to
silence the foe and avenger.
3
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars you have set in their courses,
4
what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human
beings that you should care for them?
5
Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you
crown them.
6
You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all
things under their feet:
7
all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,
8
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the
paths of the sea.
9
O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
SECOND READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13
[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order,
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love
and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints
greet you.
13
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
7

MUSICAL OFFERING
With Lifted Hands

Ray Stevenson
Lisa Ellerman

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:16-20
The Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
18
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
16

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: PRE-RECORDED BY PRESIDING BISHOP EATON
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HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 414)
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PRAYERS
Come, O Holy Spirit by John Henry Newman
Come, O Holy Spirit.
Come as Holy Fire and burn in us,
come as Holy Wind and cleanse us within,
come as Holy Light and lead us in the darkness,
come as Holy Truth and dispel our ignorance,
come as Holy Power and enable our weakness,
come as Holy Life and dwell in us.
Convict us, convert us, consecrate us,
until we are set free from the service of ourselves,
to be your servants to the world. Amen.
We ask for your healing for those who are struggling with spiritual and
physical health.
We ask for guidance in our business of work, family and government.
We ask for love and strength for those who suffer loss of others, jobs,
friendships and connections
Hear what is on our hearts (brief silence). Take this from us so that we may
find Christ’s peace.
We thank you for your love, forgiveness and grace and for being all things for
all people.
AMEN
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Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus . . . May the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. (Romans 15:5, 13) in the
name of Creator, Redeemer and Advocate.
AMEN
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BLESSING
Go into the world in peace
Have courage
Hold on to what is good
Return on one evil for evil
Strengthen the faint hearted
Support the weak
Help the suffering
Honor all people
Love and serve the Lord
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit
May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Bless you now and forever
Amen.
POSTLUDE
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Johann Pachelbel

If you have any prayer needs, please reach out to us on our Facebook page or
websites.
Big Spring United Lutheran Church
Facebook: Big Spring United Lutheran Church
Website: www.bsulc.org

Zion Lutheran Church
@zionnewville
www.zionnewville.org
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