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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type. 

  
PRELUDE 
  
  
GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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GATHERING HYMN (ELW 715 verses 1 & 5) 
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BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks 
our days of preparation for Christ's advent.  As we light the 
candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the 
Lord's coming in glory.  Enlighten us with your grace, that 
we may serve our neighbors in need.  Grant this through 
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day 
draws near. 

C  Amen. 

 
Light the third candle.    

 
 

LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH 
 

Sing Verse 3 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, 
Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your proph-
ets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your 
light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  
 1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the Lord love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 



6 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 

L This is the word of the Lord.       C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING                        

 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  
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GOSPEL: John  1:6-8, 19-28 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might be-
lieve through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light.  
 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He 
answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 
us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” 23He said,   
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”  
as the prophet Isaiah said.  
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked 
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Mes-
siah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSE 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
SERMON:  WHO DOES GOD SAY THAT YOU ARE? 
   

(Silence for a time of reflection)  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  (LBW 36 verses 1 & 5 ) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L God of power and might, shine your radiance and come 
quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

L God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted 
your church with the work of proclaiming good news. 
Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church 
musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their 
prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in 
their hearts. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great.  
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L God of every living creature, you announce the year of 
your favor for all of creation. Extend your kindness and 
relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the 
human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make 
their living. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

L God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your 
oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for one another. 
Be present with the leaders of every nation as they gov-
ern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your good-
ness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

L God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once 
destroyed. We pray for people who have been displaced 
from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. 
Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in 
their recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

L God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with 
strength when our spirits are weak and weary. Bestow 
your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to 
comfort the people who turn to us in times of need 
(especially…). Make your church a place of refuge and 
healing. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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L God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the 
midst of our grief. We are grateful for the beloved, imper-
fect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. 
Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

 
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE COMMUNION MEAL 
 
THE OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, in-
cluding the care of those in need. 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  Generous God, you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we 
offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your 
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

C Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
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Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:  
 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER                                           
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P  Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat 
and drink. 
 

 
The body of Christ given for you. Amen.   
 
The blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen  

 
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strength-
en you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF SENDING FOR SERVICE 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  Gracious and abundant God, you have 
done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and 
cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, 
strengthen us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the 
long-expected Savior fill you with love, the unexpected 

Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. We will! 
 
 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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 If you have any prayer needs, please reach out to us on 
our Facebook page or websites. 
  
 

Big Spring United Lutheran Church 
101 Crossroad School Road, Newville, PA  17241 
Church Office:  717-776-3109 
Church E-Mail:  bigspringunited@centurylink.net 
Church WEB:  www.bsulc.org 
Pastor E-Mail:  pastormolly.bsulc@gmail.com  

 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
51 West Main Street, Newville, PA  17241 
Church Office:  717-776-3907 
Church E-Mail:  zionlutheranpa@embarqmail.com 
Church WEB:  www.zionnewville.org 
Pastor E-Mail:  pastor.zionnewville@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#30846. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of Amer-
ica. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Zion Lutheran Church, OneLi-
cense.net#A-714381 from 10/6/2019 - 10/5/2020.  CCLI #2448705 Copyright License, 
All Rights Reserved, 10/31/2020.  
 

 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights re-
served. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB141019. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Chris-
tian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Big Spring United Lutheran 
Church, OneLicense.net#A-727958 from 11/7/2019 - 11/6/2020.  CCLI #2734677 
Copyright License, All Rights Reserved, 03/11/2021.   

 
 
 


