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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type.

PRELUDE

GREETING
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
(2 Corinthians 13:13)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. God of all creation, you reach out to call peo-

ple of all nations to your kingdom. As you gather disciples
from near and far, count us also among those who boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord.
C Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN (ELW 858)
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WORD
FIRST READING: ROMANS 12:1-8
1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one
body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another.
6
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the
giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: PSALM 138 (Read Responsively)
1

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise
your name, because of your love and faithfulness;
3
for you have glorified your name and your word above all
things.
4
When I called, you answered me; you increased my
strength within me.
5
All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when
4

they have heard the words of your mouth.
6
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is
the glory of the Lord.
7
Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; he perceives the haughty from afar.
8
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me
safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of
my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
9
The Lord will make good his purpose for me; O Lord,
your love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MUSICAL OFFERING
Lisa Ellerman

At the Cross

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 16:13-20
The Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that
I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
18
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail
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against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: Who’s got the keys to the church?
(Silence for a time of reflection)
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PRAYERS
Come, O Holy Spirit by Henri Nouwen
Come, O Holy Spirit.
Come as Holy Fire and burn in us,
come as Holy Wind and cleanse us within,
come as Holy Light and lead us in the darkness,
come as Holy Truth and dispel our ignorance,
come as Holy Power and enable our weakness,
come as Holy Life and dwell in us.
Convict us, convert us, consecrate us,
until we are set free from the service of ourselves,
to be your servants to the world. Amen.
We ask for your healing for those who are struggling with
spiritual and physical health.
We ask for guidance in our business of work, family and government.
We ask for love and strength for those who suffer loss of others, jobs, friendships and connections
Hear what is on our hearts (brief silence). Take this from us
so that we may find Christ’s peace.
We thank you for your love, forgiveness and grace and for being all things for all people.
Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE COMMUNION MEAL
THE OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon
the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let
your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus
Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The elements were given as you entered.
Please peel the top film and take your bread.
The body of Christ given for you. Amen.
Open your cup by peeling back the foil.
The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen
The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
THE LITURGY OF SENDING FOR SERVICE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you
have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of
life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus . . . May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing. (Romans 15:5, 13) in the
name of Creator, Redeemer and Advocate.
Amen
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BLESSING
Go into the world in peace
Have courage
Hold on to what is good
Return no one evil for evil
Strengthen the faint hearted
Support the weak
Help the suffering
Honor all people
Love and serve the Lord
Rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit
May God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Bless you now and forever
Amen.

POSTLUDE
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If you have any prayer needs, please reach out to us on
our Facebook page or websites.

Big Spring United Lutheran Church
101 Crossroad School Road, Newville, PA 17241
Church Office: 717-776-3109
Church E-Mail: bigspringunited@centurylink.net
Church WEB: www.bsulc.org
Pastor E-Mail: pastormolly.bsulc@gmail.com
Zion Lutheran Church
51 West Main Street, Newville, PA 17241
Church Office: 717-776-3907
Church E-Mail: zionlutheranpa@embarqmail.com
Church WEB: www.zionnewville.org
Pastor E-Mail: pastor.zionnewville@gmail.com
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