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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type.

PRELUDE
THE GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
C Amen.
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P Faithful God ,
C have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own
needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through
his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear
the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
C Amen.
2

GATHERING HYMN (ELW 772)

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your
church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING: ROMANS 13:8-14
8
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
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Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM 119:33-40
(Read Responsively)
33
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I shall
keep it to the end.
34
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart.
35
Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my
desire.
36
Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust
gain.
37
Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in
your way.
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38

Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for
those who fear you.
39
Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
40
Behold, I long for your commandments; by your
righteousness enliven me.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MUSICAL OFFERING
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 18:15-20
P The Gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the
church sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you
have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to,
take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON: Labor of Love
(Silence for a time of reflection)

HYMN OF THE DAY (LBW 551)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for
the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
6

L Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance
and reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in
this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide
the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World
Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
L Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not
harm what you have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven
places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
L Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death.
Shape new paths toward peace and cooperation, teaching us
to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the wellbeing of all. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
L Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of
those awaiting justice and those yearning for forgiveness.
Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast.
Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
L Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who
need it. Shape societies to ensure fair treatment for all who
labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
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L We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in
faith. As you equipped them, equip us with your protection
and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in
your mercy,
C hear our prayer .
P All these things and whatever else you see that we need,
we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE COMMUNION MEAL
THE OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
P Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich
food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of
a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself
as food and drink.
The elements were given as you entered.
P Please peel the top film and take your bread.
The body of Christ given for you.
C Amen.
P Open your cup by peeling back the foil.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
C Amen.
P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF SENDING FOR SERVICE
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that
you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place,
nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to
wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.

BLESSING
P Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
C Amen.

POSTLUDE
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If you have any prayer needs, please reach out to us on
our Facebook page or websites.

Big Spring United Lutheran Church
101 Crossroad School Road, Newville, PA 17241
Church Office: 717-776-3109
Church E-Mail: bigspringunited@centurylink.net
Church WEB: www.bsulc.org
Pastor E-Mail: pastormolly.bsulc@gmail.com
Zion Lutheran Church
51 West Main Street, Newville, PA 17241
Church Office: 717-776-3907
Church E-Mail: zionlutheranpa@embarqmail.com
Church WEB: www.zionnewville.org
Pastor E-Mail: pastor.zionnewville@gmail.com
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