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Peace to all who enter God's house for worship today.
We pray that all will find strength, security, and fellowship with God and with
one another.

Congregation, please stand/sit as you are able.
P Presiding Minister C Congregation A Assisting Minister

Welcome to our Guests.
If you are a guest, please see one of our greeters and fill out our gold
attendance slips. We hope that you will come back and worship with us again!

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one
another, since we all stand before the judgment of God. Yet
we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we
forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign
ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be
signs of reconciliation in the world.

THE GATHERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE: This is My Song (A Song of Peace)
(Arr. Lloyd Larson)
Vocalists, David Reeder/Adeline Gaydosh

Please stand,
turn and face the rear of the church.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

[P} Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love
into our hearts and healing upon the earth.
Amen.



[P] Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let
us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

[P} Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

[P] Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *+
Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely
this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN:
All Creatures of Our God and King
(green hymnal #527)
GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P} Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the
inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight
in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Please be seated.
THE WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

' Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '° So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ' ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime
of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
'“ Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and
said, “We are here as your slaves.” '’ But Joseph said to them,
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? ° Even though
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.
*I'So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly
to them.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 103:1-13 /@ by whole verse
' Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless
God’s holy name.

’ Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s
benefits—

“who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
“who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you
with steadfast love and mercy;

> who satisfies your desires with good things so that your
youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

®O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all
who are oppressed.



’You made known your ways to Moses and your works to
the children of Israel.

“ LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love;

’ you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your
anger forever.

'“You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor
repaid us according to our iniquities.

"' For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is
your steadfast love for those who fear you.

12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have you
removed our transgressions from us.

"> As a father has compassion for his children, so you have
compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the
purpose of quarreling over opinions. > Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who
eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God
has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on
slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

>Some judge one day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in
their own minds. ° Those who observe the day, observe it for
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give
thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord
and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. ° If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we
die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die,
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we are the Lord’s. “For to this end Christ died and lived
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.

'"Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?
Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we
will all stand before the judgment seat of God. '' For it is
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” '* So then,
each one of us will be held accountable.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL VERSE
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.
GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th
chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35

I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or
sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many
as seven times?” ** Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but,
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I tell you, seventy-seven times.

»“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. ' When he began the reckoning, one who owed him
ten thousand talents was brought to him, *’ and, as he could
not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be
made. “°So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’
7 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. ** But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.” *’ Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.” ' But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. *' When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
*? Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! 1T forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. ** So
my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

GOSPEL RESPONSE
P The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



CHILDREN’S TIME: Linda Wiser
SERMON
(Silence for a time of reflection)

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Where Charity and Love Prevail
(green hymnal #126)

Welcoming New Member to the Congregation
(our new member comes forward, with his bulletin)

[P} Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and
for Donald Bruce Bowers, one with us in the body of Christ,
whom we welcome as a new member into the life and
ministry of this congregation.

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

APOSTLES’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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[P In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and
sent to share in the mission of God. We are called to live
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God
in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and
peace in all the earth.

[P} Brother in Christ, do you intend to continue in the
covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place?
Response: 1do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

[P] People of God, do you promise to support and pray for this
new member in his life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

[P] Let us welcome Donald in Christ to this community of
faith.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we
will give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good
news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

THE PEACE
[P] The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share this peace with one another.

Please be seated.



THE MEAL

THE OFFERING

SPECIAL MUSIC: God Bless the U.S.A,
by Lee Greenwood
Vocalists, David Reeder/Adeline Gaydosh
Please stand.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make
us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

[P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE
THE SANCTUS
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

11



THE LORD’S PRAYER by Albert Hay Malotte
Vocalist, Adeline Gaydosh

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

[Pl Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who
are hungry, come!

All Christians are welcome at the Lord s Table. Please come forward to
receive the bread, then proceed to the chalice to receive the wine or
continue to the second chalice to receive grape juice. Those who do
not yet commune may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION MEAL
COMMUNION MUSIC
Please stand.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

[P} The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Shout to the Lord
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sound of your name. I sing for joy at the work of your hands;
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Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Music: SHOUT TO THE LORD, Darlene Zschech

Text and music © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in U.S. and Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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THE SENDING

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you
nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way
of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
Please be seated.

BLESSING OF SCHOOL KITS

[P} We dedicate these School Kits to your service, trusting that
your love will go wherever each Kit is sent, making it more
than just a piece of material, a collection of items—making
each piece we have created an expression of love. May these
be used in your service and become blessings for all those
who receive them.

Let us pray, O Lord our God, maker of all things, you have
blessed us with so many Gifts — a good eye for color, the
ability to make fine stitches. Now we offer the fruits of our
labors, the Kits we have made, to you. Give us grace to honor
you with all of our being, and use us as you will, always to
your glory and the welfare of your people.

Amen.
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COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING OF
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
(teachers come forward, with your bulletin)

P A reading from Proverbs. Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
(Prov. 3:5-6)

[Pl Brothers and sisters, you have volunteered your time,
your energy, and your gifts to the children, youth, and family
ministries of this congregation. Will you trust in God's care,
seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence
in your skills, and honor the gospel with a faithful life?
Response: 1 will, and I ask God to help me.

[Pl People of Zion, will you claim these gifted people as those
called by God to help carry out our congregation's ministry
to children, youth, and families? Will you support them and
enthusiastically celebrate the work they do?

We will, and we ask God to help us.

P} Let us pray. Gracious God, stir up in these servants the
gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your
presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Pl On behalf of Zion Lutheran Church, we now commission
you for ministry, grateful for your gifts and your willingness
to serve.

Please stand.
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BENEDICTION: May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You
By Meredith Willson
Vocalists, David Reeder/Adeline Gaydosh

SENDING HYMN: In Thee Is Gladness
(green hymnal #552)

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God. We will!

POSTLUDE
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