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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type. 

  
PRELUDE 
  

THE GATHERING 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, re-
deems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Faithful God , 

C have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving em-
brace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one an-
other before examining ourselves. We place our own 
needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of 
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our 
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through 
his death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear 
the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in free-
dom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN (ELW 462, VERSES 1 & 3) 
 

 
 
GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 



4 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table 
before all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. 
Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is hon-
orable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of 
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Philippians 4:1-9 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy 
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

  2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same 
mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal com-
panion, help these women, for they have struggled beside 
me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the 
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which sur-
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honora-
ble, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and re-
ceived and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 
 

L The word of the Lord.      

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 23                                    L /C by whole verse   
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures and 
leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O Lord, and guide me along right 
pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my ene-
mies; you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running 
over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING                      
 
 
GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 22:1-14  

 P The Gospel according to Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call 
those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but 
they would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, 
‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaugh-
tered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding ban-
quet.’ 5But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his 
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slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was en-
raged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding 
is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so 
the wedding hall was filled with guests.  
  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he no-
ticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 
12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here with-
out a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the 
king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 
 
 
 
SERMON 
  

  (Silence for a time of reflection)  
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HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 720 VERSES 1 & 3) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

L Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hos-
pitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders, and 
all children of God as they invite others to your table of 
boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
 

L Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for re-
demption, protect your creatures that are mistreated. Restore 
valleys, mountains and pastures, and still and running waters. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of ene-
mies, so bless the efforts of diplomats, international peace 
workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they 
proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice and 
peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those 
who are weary or ill (especially). Strengthen doctors, medical 
care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward ap-
pearance, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy. We 
pray for ministries that provide needed clothing and other 
personal care assistance in this community. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
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L Gracious host, as we remember those who have died 
and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, comfort us with 
your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, 
in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your 
loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE COMMUNION MEAL 
 
THE OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, in-
cluding the care of those in need. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all 
things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us 
with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set ta-
bles in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread 
of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THE PROPER PREFACE   

 
THE SANCTUS 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      
 
Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us:  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                           

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself 
as food and drink. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
The elements were given as you entered. 

 

P Please peel the top film and take your bread.   
The body of Christ given for you.  

C Amen. 
   

P Open your cup by peeling back the foil.    
The blood of Christ shed for you.   

C Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strength-
en you and keep you in his grace.  

C Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF SENDING FOR SERVICE 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 P Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that 
you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, 
nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to 
wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided 
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

P God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and 
lead you into the way of truth and life. 

C Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C Thanks be to God. We will! 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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