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The congregation, or participants, respond with the lines in bold type. 

  
PRELUDE 
  

THE GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have squandered your bountiful gifts. We 
have considered the blessings of the harvest our due. We 
have been indifferent in planning and planting for the fu-
ture needs of your church. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, cause gratitude to 
ripen in our hearts, and wisdom to mature in our minds, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN (ELW 705 VERSES 1 & 4) 
 

 
 

GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. God, our provider, you grant us an abundant 
harvest so that your children throughout the world may be 
fed. Establish in us thankfulness and faithful stewardship, 
that we may return the first fruits of praise and use your gifts 
of field and livestock, tree and vine to fulfill the needs of the 
hungry and the sojourner; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 
WORD 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 5:10-13 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
 and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
 and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall burst into song, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
 for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 

L The word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 65:9-13                                         L /C by whole 
verse 
 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it 
very plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You pre-
pare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its in-
crease. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths 
overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the 
valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy 
and sing. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MUSIC OFFERING                      
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GRADUAL HYMN 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th 
chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30    
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 
one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16The one who had received the five talents went off at once 
and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the 
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 
talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made 
five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also 
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the 
one who had received the one talent also came forward, say-
ing, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scat-
ter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that 
I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bank-
ers, and on my return I would have received what was my 
own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to 
the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more 
will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
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darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ ” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

 

SERMON:  Time and Talents 
  

  (Silence for a time of reflection)  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 785 VERSES 1 & 4) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

L God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church throughout 
the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and 
gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your inten-
tions. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
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L God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in 
labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, 
sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom 
from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk 
in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human family, now torn 
apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mer-
cy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near 
to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are 
lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all 
who suffer in any way (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

L God of the seasons, in the midst of autumn, give us refresh-
ment, renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for the safety 
of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the 
rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.   
 

L God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun 
in your endless kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the 
saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us 
with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE COMMUNION MEAL 
 
THE OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, in-
cluding the care of those in need. 
 
OFFERTORY  

 
DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you.   

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts.  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THE PROPER PREFACE  
  
 
THE SANCTUS 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE      

 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                           
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the 
hills, then was brought together and became one, so let 
your church be brought together from the ends of the 
earth into your kingdom, for yours are the glory and the 
power through Jesus Christ forever. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The elements were given as you entered. 
 

P Please peel the top film and take your bread.   
The body of Christ given for you.  

C Amen. 
   

P Open your cup by peeling back the foil.    
The blood of Christ shed for you.   

C Amen. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ strength-
en you and keep you in his grace.  

C Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF SENDING FOR SERVICE 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 P Let us pray.  Let us pray. Gracious God, we give 
thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture. We rejoice 
that you have used the harvest of field and vineyard to 
renew and sustain us. Lead us as we go from this life-
giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your 
cherished creation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant 
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. A seed has been planted. Go forth being 
good soil. 

C Thanks be to God. We will! 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
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